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an THE BURDENS oF THE PRESENT WAR. 


W. the war was 3 or „ 1 leave 
to be diſcuſſed by politicians and civilians; but ſince we are 
engaged in it, our buſineſs, as a commercial people, is to cal. 
culate the Joſs or gan we are n to acquire or ſuſtain by | 
1 it on. 


Let us then recolleR in the firſt I that the real Britiſh 
objebts of all our wars with France, ſince che glorious revolu- 
tion in 1688, have been the reduction of her naval power, by 


dhe capture or deſtruction of her ſhips of war, and the diminu- 


tion of her foreign trade and fiſheries, by which her naval power 
could only be repaired or ſupported; the cutting off or leſſen- 
ing her ſupplies of raw materials for her manufactures, and vent 
for them when they were made, by feizing her colonies and 
poſſeſſions in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, in Africa and America; 
and the reſtraining her influence over other European ſtates, fo 
as to prevent her obtaining alliances dangerous to this country, 
and advantages in trade prejudicial to our commeree and ma- 
nufactures: and that the ſeveral wars we have waged with 
France ſince the revolution, for the attainment of theſe objects, 
have burdened us with a national debt of TWO HUNDRED AND 
FORTY MILLIONS. And let us then, in the fecond place, recol- 
left how far thoſe objects have been obtained. 
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And have, our korea muſt be x very. 8 indeed if 
they do not readily ſupply us vith abundant proofs that not one 
of thoſe objects have ever been accompliſhed; For in the laſt 
war we ſaw a ſuperior combined French and Spaniſh fleet enter 
our channel, while a number of tranſports and flat bottomed 
boats were ready in the French ports to have carried over a 
large body of troops to this iſland, if our fleet had ventured an 
engagement and been beat: her colonies and foreign poſſeſſions 
continued to furniſh her with a larger produce, and took off a 
greater quantity of her manufactures and gave employment to 
4 greaten number of ſhipping than ours, and her fiſheries were 
at leaſt upon a par with thoſe of Great Britain. She had got 
almoſt the whole of the Levant or Turkey trade; a great ſu- 
feriofaty.over'us/in the Italian trade; and the almoſt ' excluſive 
JSuppy of e n e territories in America. 


2 bi 3 0 ay an aſcendant” over puis Na- 
ples, Sicily, Genoe, and the other Italian ſtates, that their ſove- 
reigus appeared to have no will but hers; Auſtria was become a 
partner in their family compact. Ruſſia, teſtified by her conduct 
in the laſt war a predilection for her intereſts. Sweden was 
ſubſidized by her; and ſhe had fo ſtrong a faction in Holland 
as to overrule the Stadholder, and menace a revolution in her 
favour. It is unneceſſary to be more particular. The facts are 
notorious and incontrovertible. But now behold what that 
Providence which alone can order the unruly wills and af- 
fections of finful'men, by giving the French up to the deluſtions 
of their own wicked\'minds, has wrought for us, in a few months, 
beyond what all the ſchemes of our ableſt ſtateſmen, and all the 


| (1 5 2 1 
efforts of our fleets and armies, and all the expenditure'c of nas 
es treaſure could effatt ee 16-19 or 1398- 


«tas the 3 part * hy Frerich navy NE ſelf 1 to 
ours. See their ſecond great naval arſenal putting itſelf, with - 
all it's ſtores, into our hands. See the reſt of her ſhips of war 
confined to the ſingle harbour of Breſt, without officers, with«. 3 
out ſubordination, and without naval ſtores. See alſo her colo 
nies and foreign poſſeſſions either deſolated by internal factions, 
or ready to ſurrender themſelves to us, and their trading ſhips 
ſhut out from every port in Europe, and every material for 
manufacture withheld from them by foreign nations; While in 
their frenzy they are unremittingly occupied in deſtroying 
their manufacturing towns, and thoſe manufactures which their 
country furniſhes the materials for; and even ſacrificing Lyons 
to Spitalfields! See again Spain, and Naples, and Sicily, ſepa- 
rated from France, and in cloſe alliance with England; giving 
us the ſupply of their vaſt conſumption of linens, and of vari- 
ous woollen, and cotton, and leather manufactures, and of all 
ſorts of iron wares, as well as of Eaſt India goods. 


See alſo the whole of the Turkey trade preſented to us; 
and the Grand Seignor ſending an ambaſſador to court our alli- 
ance. The United States of America too, finding themſelves 
without any other power to look up to, are ready to ſettle an 
advantageous treaty of commerce and alliance with us. 


Such are the preſent e e and proſpects of Englan 5 
ariſing out of the French revolution nd war! * 


n 7 
But it may * ſaid, the expences of the war will occaſion 


freſh taxes, and our burdens will be greater than our benefits. 
No ſuch thing. The war, after this year's campaign, if it ſhould | 
ſtill continue, will be much circumſcribed, and our portion of 
the expence greatly reduced; and it will, 2tſelf, furniſh the 
means for defraying that. expence without the impoſition of 
any freſh taxes upon us; for, when we get the whole monopoly 
of Weft India and Eaſt India products in our own hands, we 
may oblige foreigners to pay ſuch duties for them as will be a 


all the loans we may be obliged to make. And as all our ma- 
nufaftures will be ſo greatly increaſed, to ſupply all theſe vaſt 
new foreign demands, our revenue muſt riſe with our increaſe 
of trade, and our national _ be ſpeedily diminiſhed when 
pours! ne hs ha 


And beſides all theſe —_— of nee we have to con- 
gratulate ourſelves on the loyalty and good ſenſe the nation dif- * 
played in their late declarations of general ſatisfaction with our 
happy conſtitution; which muſt give all foreigners confidence in 
our ſecurity, and induce them to ſend their money here as to a 
place of ſafety; while their own, and all their neighbouring 
ſtates, are threatned with internal convulſions, in conſequenee 
of the levelling doctrines with which they are. all in ſome degree 
inſected: and thus will our lands and our ftapks riſe, while our 
trade, agriculture, and manufattures, flouriſh to a decree beyond 
all former example, and exceed even eur own conception. 


| "37h HEE | | TE 
Theſe are not diſtant expectations. We ſhall fee them real- 
ized in the courſe of a twelvemonth ; for as ſoon as the great 


very ſufficient fund for ſinking both principal and intereſt of Mn 
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overſiock of niſi which the late rage for b 9 


has occaſioned, is got rid of, which will happen in a few months, 
the orders for foreign export will be greater than all our preſent. 


hands can ſupply ; and the diſbanded troops and ſeamen, if peace 


ſhould take place, will be gladly called in to their aſſiſtance. . 
Let us then cheerfully ſubmit to any temporary inconveniences 
we may at preſent fee], and not repine at the continuance of a. 


ar which hae already procured us ſuch manifold and great 
advantages, and promiſes us ſtill more and greater; (more eſpe- 


cially as it's continuance muſt ſerve the more effeftually to de- 
ſtroy the French manufactures, by rendering the whole people 


a nation of ſoldiers) but with minds duly ſenſible of our own 


happineſs, and hearts exulting in the many bleſſings we enjoy 


under our excellent conſtitution, let us add to our unſeigned 53 


thankfulneſs to the great giver of all good things, dutiful obedi- 


ence to the laws, and zealous attachment and firm loyalty to 
our gracious ſovereign the affectionate father of all his people, 
which is the ſincere and friendly advice of an old ſtateſman, but 


now 


A COUNTRY GENTLEMAN. 
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